2019 Annual
Report
Front Porch Coalition is a private 501c3 nonprofit organization serving families and friends
who have tragically lost someone to suicide through the L.O.S.S. (Local Outreach to Suicide
Survivors) first response team. We coordinate suicide prevention, education , training, and
awareness services to the community by educating people of all ages, demographic backgrounds, civic, and community groups on the incidence of suicide and how to prevent it.

Dear Friends of the Front Porch Coalition,

Thank you for viewing our Annual Report and visiting our website.
The Front Porch Coalition offers support to those who have been affected by the loss of someone to suicide, as well as individuals
who have survived a suicide attempt. Our volunteers work closely with law enforcement agencies, arriving on the scene, to offer
support to those affect by the tragedy of a death by suicide. We support those left behind at the most crucial and challenging times
of their life. There is NEVER a fee for our LOSS Team services.
Through your financial support in 2019, The Front Porch Coalition staff, and its LOSS Team, have reached over 5,000 local community members that have been affected by suicide. These numbers show a tremendous need for The Front Porch Coalition services
in our community.
In addition to offering support for family and friends after the loss of a loved one by suicide, The Front Porch Coalition participates
in community health fairs, provides a variety of training programs, and offers a monthly support group (SOS- Survivors of Suicide).
Your financial support of the Front Porch Coalition/ LOSS Team for 2020, is critical in our ongoing mission to continue to support
family and friends of those who have lost a loved one as well as, our prevention services.
If you or someone you know could benefit from our services, please do not hesitate to call upon us. We are here for you. No one
needs to walk this journey alone.

Sincerely,

Dr. Dennis P. Dickson
President, Board of Directors
Front Porch Coalition/ LOSS Team

Our Mission
The organization's mission is dedicated to helping those people who have tragically lost someone to
suicide while working to reduce the incidence of suicide withing our community, through available education, awareness and prevention services.

Advocates for Families and Friends after Suicide
We are volunteers-survivors ourselves of a loss to suicide as well as community caregivers—who have
come together to offer support, guidance, comfort and assistance to those who have lost a loved one to
suicide. Our survivors are never charged for our services.

Suicide Survivors Support Group
4th Saturday of each month
First Congregational Church
1200 Clark Street
Rapid City, SD 57701
10:00am – 12:00pm

Bringing the Tough Subjects Out to the Front Porch
Trainings on suicide prevention, intervention, and postvention training for professionals, non –
professionals and how to help someone at-risk for suicide.

Our Available Trainings
Mental Health First Aid—Enough Abuse—ACEs– Mending Wounded Hearts
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The L.O.S.S Team (Local Outreach to Suicide Survivors)

The L.O.S.S. (Local Outreach to Suicide Survivors) Team…
In 2006 Front Porch Coalition and the LOSS Team and the Pennington County Sheriff’s Office (PCSO) partnered to begin bringing the LOSS Team to the scene of suicide deaths, with the goal of helping newly bereaved
and traumatized suicide survivors cope the this difficult loss and ensue that their needs were met.
In 2008 research proved this method of immediate outreach ensues survivors seek help on average withing 39
days as compared to 4.5 years when not reached immediately.
In 2012 the LOSS Team begins to respond with PCSO to assist in severe suicide attempt cases where victim is
unlikely to live, providing assistance to officers, families, and friends.

2019 Suicide Statistics for Pennington County
In 2019, there were 32 deaths by suicides. This is the same number from 2018 and a increase by 1 form 2017. Although these
deaths are tragic in itself, it is reassuring to see that we haven't
had a increase in Pennington County.

For 2019, the youth and young adults seem to be the
higher risk for suicides. Males are prominent in all
of the age groups with only 4 females for the year.

In 2019 the Caucasian race was the
highest deaths by suicide.

Statistics from Respective County Coroner’s Office and Sheriff’s Offices and Front Porch Coalition’s L.O.S.S Team Program.

2019 Front Porch Coalition Events
Our 17th Annual 5K Fun/Run Walk was a huge success for the year 2019. we reached approximately
300 people which is a record breaker for us. Our
survivors never walk alone in this journey as our
LOSS Team members are there to walk this journey
with them. There were tears, laughter and lots of
memories as we remember our loved ones we have
lost.

Our 1st Annual Memorial Butterfly Release was held in
September. This event corresponded with the National
Suicide Awareness Week which is in September. At this
event we invited all people who have lost someone due
to a death. We served approximately 100 people with
good food, music, butterflies and a drumline. As with all
of our events no one no takes the journey of healing
alone and our LOSS Team was there for support for everyone.
Breakfast with Santa, The Grinch and Cat in the Hat……
This event was held at the Rushmore Mall During the Christmas Season. It was full of smiles from little ones as they
filled their tummies with pancakes. They waited patiently in
hopes to see Santa or a visit from the Grinch. While Cat in
the Hat waited patiently to visit with all the children and
their families.

Although these events are fundraisers for Front Porch Coalition no one is ever denied a plate of food, a
butterfly or anything that would not allow them to participate in our events due to inability to pay.
Front Porch Coalition is about serving our community, and helping those that are in need of emotional
support during the worst times of their lives. No one ever walks this path alone
In the year of 2019 we reached over 5,000 people by way of health fairs, events, trainings, and our
LOSS Team. We strive every year to beat the last years numbers to bring suicide awareness, education
and support to families, friends and our community.

